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             Scottish Charity Registration No:SC011795            Minister Rev. Scott McInnes 
  
 
 

STIRLING NORTH PARISH CHURCH OF SCOTLAND  
ANNUAL STATED MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 

HELD ON TUESDAY 26th MARCH 2019 
 
676. CONSTITUTION OF MEETING/SEDERUNT 

On which date and place the Annual Stated Meeting took place Rev. Scott McInnes constituted the 
meeting with a reading from John Chapter 17 v 20-26 followed by prayer.   

        26 people attended and there were 6 apologies for absence.  
            
677. MINUTES. 

   The Minutes of the previous Annual Stated Meeting held on Sunday 13th May 2018 were                         
        approved  
 
678. SESSION CLERK REMARKS. 
        Maureen reflected that it had been a difficult year for Stirling North with sadness due to illness, 
        surgery/ongoing recovery/ bereavement. People broken hearted sometimes keep it to themselves  
        and Maureen said that as well as the Pastoral Care team supporting and caring, she has seen 
        everyone supporting one another and in fact has experienced such love and support herself, when 
        her daughter died suddenly last year and therefore knows just how important it is to love and care 
        and reach out to one another. However even though there is sadness there is also Joy. The joy of 
        a very well attended Quiet Christmas Service, Holy Services when Churches meet together across 
        the City. The joy of seeing young Mothers attending the Mumzone Bible Group.  Afternoon and  
        evening Homegroups. The growth of Messy Church,119 people attended the March Messy Church. 
        A wonderful Website, thanks to Sheena.  A fabulous new kitchen. The Guild is doing well raising  
        Money for projects. Maureen encouraged people to join and next year there will be no capitation fee 
        so, a great time to attend. We run a Café on a Wednesday morning, for outreach and not   
        fundraising. However, it has been so successful we have been able to set up a designated fund to  
        support our three missionary partners to the sum of £3,500 per year. We were able to do this  
        knowing that the Kirk Session agreed to make up any shortfall, so far, we have not needed this. We  
        also support the annual MacMillan Cancer fundraising event through the café. In sad times and  
        happy times God is with us. Praise his name.      
 
679. Minister’s Remarks 

It’s good to be able to share with you this evening some reflections on the past year at Stirling North 
and perhaps to reflect on where we are and some of the challenges ahead.   
It has in many senses been a year of ups and downs. During the year a number of our church 
family have been affected by illness and bereavement - including myself. Some have been in and 
out of hospital, some have been caring for ill and elderly parents, some have suffered through 
relationships breaking down, through financial difficulty and through troubles at work.   
For many of us, it has been a difficult year. But these times of difficulty have highlighted the 
willingness to care for and support one another through these times of hardship.  
Almost a year ago now, we launched our new logo and vision statement: ‘Living, Serving & Sharing 
the Good News of Jesus’. This, I think, has been an important part in moving forward following the 
painful split in the congregation in 2015. In time I hope that this gives us a renewed sense of 
purpose and identity as we seek to work out what it means to live and share our faith and to serve 
our parish.   
This sense of identity was further reinforced with the development of our new website last summer, 
and if you haven’t taken the time to explore the website, or if you don’t check it regularly, please let 
me encourage you to do so. Sheena Rennie put a great deal of time and effort into making it an 
excellent website that is relatively easy for us to run, and she does a great job keeping it up to date. 
My only concern is that our knowledge pool here is quite small and it would be good to get more 
people involved in updating the website, our Facebook page and with communication in general.  
One of the most significant things to happen in the life of our congregation over the past year has 
been Messy Church. We have run 8 Messy Church celebrations since May last year and it has 
proven to be a great way to reach people in our community with little or no church connection. At all 
bar one of our Messy Church’s we’ve had over 85 in attendance, and on two occasions we’ve had 
over 100. On Sunday last week we had an astonishing 119.   
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Continued/..astonishing 119. 
 
 
I think we do need to recognise the limitations of this ministry and be aware that if we want people 
to engage in deeper ways with their faith, and become disciples of Jesus, then we may have more 
work to do. For now though, I think it is important we take time to be encouraged by what God is 
doing.  
The other thing to say about Messy Church is the unseen fruit that it is yielding. A number of people 
have commented to me that the thing they like best about Messy Church is the way in which large 
numbers of people from our congregation, from different generations and different social circles 
have come together and are working together. If you’re here this evening and you haven’t been a 
part of things so far, let me encourage you to come along and to get involved.   
There’s lots more that I could mention that has happened. The Guild, The Tuesday Club and Home 
Groups all continue to run. We had a great holiday club in the summer and Back to School with 
God Sunday. I am continuing to serve as chaplain at Braehead Primary and have also become part 
of a new chaplaincy team at Bannockburn High School. We’ve had our hall renovated and the new 
kitchen put in and the cafe continues to work well, raising funds for our missionary partners working 
in Russia, Pakistan and Nigeria. Through prayer and donations we’ve also supported the work of 
Start-up Stirling, the Salvation Army, Stirling Street Pastors and Release International.  
Other things to mention are that we have several new Kidzone leaders and a slightly new way of 
working with new material that seems to be going well. Mumzone continues to meet every other 
Thursday, we had another successful Under 5’s Christmas event in December and we also ran 
Christmas Unwrapped for the P6’s at Braehead Primary. In fact we had another jam-packed Advent 
& Christmas season which seemed to go well. In January we had another concert with Rob 
Halligan and I am told that that was a good night.   
So there’s lots to be thankful for and lots to be encouraged about, and I am sure there’s plenty of 
other things that I’ve not mentioned. So what’s next?  
Well, we’re hoping to continue with Messy Church and we’re planning another holiday club in the 
Summer. The Kirk Session had a good conference at the beginning of March and are starting to 
look at how we do Pastoral Care around the church. As much as there is a willingness to care for 
and support one another, we’re conscious that our structures are such that some do fall through the 
cracks and we’d like to address that.  
There are other areas of Church life where I think we face significant challenges. Our numbers in 
Kidzone and Teenzone are low, and attendance from our older teens is poor. I think there is 
opportunity for us to offer more for these age groups but perhaps we’re struggling in terms of 
personnel or vision in this area. I suspect we would also be welcome if we wanted to run SU groups 
in both Braehead Primary and in Bannockburn High, but again there is a limit to what we can do.   
We’ve revamped our evening services and are continuing to run them but again numbers at these 
perhaps could be better. We’ve had a few new members over the past year which has been great, 
but we’ve had none by profession of faith, and I think that is worth us being aware of at the very 
least.  
If God’s purpose for the church is missional then we should be asking ourselves what do we have 
in place to help people come to hear the gospel and to know his power and grace.  
These, I suppose, are some of the internal challenges we face, but there are also external 
challenges. There are challenges of secularism and the church adjusting to life on the edges of 
society, rather than being a central pillar and the hub of particular communities. There are 
challenges in terms of keeping up with legislation, be it OSCR, Health and Safety or GDPR. There 
are challenges within the Church of Scotland in terms of finance and resources. There is a drastic 
shortage of ministers and even now Presbytery have a committee looking at how they can review 
our Presbytery plan. There are also divisions with the Church of Scotland and the Church in 
Scotland that you are all too aware of here.   
Now, all of this is offered, not to depress us, or to say we need to go out tomorrow and start SU 
Groups and set up a youth group and start running a Christianity Explored Course. Or to say that 
we need to rally against 121 George Street or Presbytery or the General Assembly.   
It is to say that for all the good things that are going on, let us be encouraged. And for the rest let us 
think, let us pray and let say in our hearts, “Jesus is Lord”.  
There is much for us to rejoice over and to be thankful for and we should hold on to that. God is at 
work among us and Jesus is Lord. 
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680.FINANCIAL REPORT   

 Miss Nanette Watson, Church Treasurer gave the Financial Report for the year ended 31st    
 December 2018. The Accounts have been examined by our Accountant and passed with no 
 cause for concern. The Accounts were accepted by the Trustees at a meeting on Tuesday 12th    
 March 2019. Copies of the Accounts were made available to all attending the meeting. 

 
Page 7 shows the total Receipts and Total Payments and brings out the end result for the year    
which was a surplus of £30,474.  A legacy of £40,000 received at the beginning of the year 
accounted for that, otherwise it would have shown a deficit.   
The first item on the page under receipts is donations which consists of offerings, gift-aid and other 
donations.  This figure of £63,191 (1st column from the left) under unrestricted funds is broken down 
on page 10 so you will see it in detail when we come to that page. Then all the other income is listed 
and you can see the legacy of £40,000 plus the organisations and investment income. Lower down 
there is use of premises, solar panel FIT receipts and Life and Work sales making unrestricted 
income £115,905.  
Then restricted income comprises of a donation of £500 for contributions to children going to SU 
Holiday Camps.  Investment income and café proceeds of £3,400 for our missionary partner support 
fund. That made a total of £4,909 which altogether comes to total income of £120,814. Payments 
shown below at £90340 are itemised on page 10. 
 
Page 8 shows the balance at the end of 2017 - £102,078 (right hand column) which is carried 
forward (2nd column from right) plus the surplus of £30,474 bringing our total funds to £132,552.  
This does not include investments which are shown below at £35,685 with £28,502 belonging to the 
Imrie Fund and £7,183 being Reserve Fund units.  Gift Aid due for the last 4 months of 2018 is 
shown £4,436. 
 
Page 9 shows the movement in funds and the balance of each fund at the start and end of the year 
and the breakdown of the £132,552 mentioned on page 8. 
 
Page 10 is where you see the make-up of the £63,191 under donations on page 7.  Under 
Charitable Activities is all the expenditure charged to the General Fund plus a few other funds.  
Fabric shown at £19,108 includes £6,588 from the Reserve Fund for the new hall floor, 
Organisations expenses have to be included as well and the distribution of £3,500 to our missionary 
partners appears under restricted funds together with £442 holiday club expenditure from the 
holiday club fund.  All these figurers are the total figures shown on page 7. 
 
Finally, Page 11 shows a note about ministers’ stipends and collections for other charities. 
  

       Nanette said she was happy to answer any questions now or at any time in the future 
. 
       Scott thanked Nanette for the excellent work she does, and members responded with a hearty vote  
       of thanks. 
 
681. RE-ELECTION/ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE CONGREGATIONAL BOARD. 
        Re-election of members: 
        None at this time. 
        
        Election of New Members: 
        Sheena Rennie: nominated by May MacGregor and seconded by Frances Ferguson. -  Accepted 
        William Shortt: nominated by Maureen Birrell and seconded by Nanette Watson. - Accepted 
         
         
682. ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS 
        None. 
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Continued / ….None 
 
 
 
 
683. DATE OF NEXT ORDINARY MEETING 
       The date of the next ordinary meeting will be Tuesday 7th May 2019 at 7.30p.m.  
 
684. CLOSE OF MEETING. 
        This being all the business Scott closed the meeting.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk to the Board……………………………     Moderator................................date............ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


