
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  North News 

 
June 2022 

 



 
 

Services 
Sunday Service – The Sunday morning service takes place at 
10.30am.   
This service will also be live streamed and can be watched live on 
https://stirlingnorth.org/whats-on/livestream/ or on the Stirling 
North Parish Church Facebook page.  

 
Messy Church: The next Messy Church will be on 12th June at 
3.00pm. To register, please click here. 
 
Wonder Zone Holiday Club – 1st-5th August  

This year’s holiday club is called 
Wonder Zone. During the holiday club 
children will meet Solomon and his 
desire to be wise. They will explore 
three psalms and see what those tell 
us about God. They'll see Jesus bring 

sight to a blind man and light to the world. And they'll hear the 
story of the lost son who is welcomed back by his father. 
 
Children will be exploring science and discovering the wonders of 
the world (and beyond!) and how the God behind all of it wants 
to get to know them. 
 
There will be lots of opportunities to get involved, either directly 
with the children, or behind the scenes. We are also once again 
welcoming a small team from Hamilton Road Presbyterian Church 
and we will be looking for volunteers to host some of the team 
for dinner each night. Keep an eye on North Notices for more 
details soon! 
To register for the Holiday Club, please click here. 
 

         70 Springfield Road 
        Stirling 

FK7 7QW 
Tel: 01786 463376 

Email:info@stirlingnorth.org 
 

https://stirlingnorth.org/whats-on/livestream/
https://stirlingnorth.org/messy-church-registration/
https://stirlingnorth.org/holiday-club-registration/


 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
As June begins our nation is celebrating the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. At Stirling North 
we’re having a special lunch, hosted by our 
Guild, after the service on 5th June. I do hope 
that as many of you as possible can join us for 
this.  

This week I read an excellent essay entitled ‘The Queen’s Way’ 
by Mark Greene. The essay explores the Queen’s deep Christian 
faith which has shaped her life and her reign.  

Mark Greene writes that the Queen has carried out her duties 
over these past 70 years with “amazing diligence, great grace, 
astute intelligence, deep humility, and tremendous 
effectiveness.” What is the secret behind this? It is her faith in 
Christ.  

In her Christmas Address 2000 the Queen herself said, “For me 
the teachings of Christ and my own personal accountability 
before God provide a framework in which I try to lead my life.” At 
other times she has described Jesus as “the bedrock of my faith” 
(2014), “an inspiration and an anchor in my life” (2014), and 
“the compelling example” (1978). “The teachings of Christ have 
served as my inner light” (2020). 

In all of this the Queen demonstrates a humility and servant 
heart expressed in the title of Mark Greene’s 2016 essay ‘The 
Servant Queen and the King she serves’. This essentially, is what 
our recent studies in Ephesians have been all about. Are we 
willing to follow the Queen’s example here as we live out our 
faith? Are we prepared to make Christ the ‘bedrock’ of our lives? 
Do we allow Jesus to give us the ‘framework’ for our lives?  Is he 
our ‘compelling example’ and our ‘inner light’? 



 
 

In this regard, I hope that the Queen provides for all of us and 
example as we seek to live out our faith. In 1 Corinthians 11 Paul 
writes, “Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.” 
Perhaps as we celebrate the jubilee, we might follow the example 
of our Queen, as she follows the example of Christ.  

If you would like to read Mark Greene’s essay in full then you can 
purchase a paper copy, or read for free online here: 
https://licc.org.uk/ourresources/the-queens-faith/  

For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.  

(Mark 10:45) 

 
Yours in Christ, 

 

Scott McInnes 
Minister at Stirling North Parish Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://licc.org.uk/ourresources/the-queens-faith/


 
 

Prayer Zone 
Prayers for Pentecost 
 
Prayer to Walk as Children of the Light 
 
Joy of Heaven, we are so blessed that You came to dwell in each 
of us on Pentecost, when Your church was born. Surely, through 
Your Spirit, we have died to sin and are alive to holiness. May we 
serve You faithfully, in praise, prayer, and loving service to 
others, as we are changed from glory to glory. May we walk as 
children of the light, in all goodness, righteousness, and truth. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer for the Fire of the Spirit 
Lord of Power, just as the outpouring of Your Holy Spirit on 
Pentecost so drastically changed the lives of the disciples, may 
the burning fire of Your Holy Spirit refine and renew us, so that 
we will never be the same. May we move in the power of the 
Spirit, and may our lives and ministries be infused with Your 
divine, supernatural touch and authority. May the Spirit of 
Wisdom and Revelation cause us to grow in our knowledge of 
You.  
Amen. 
 
 
Prayer to be Filled with All the Fullness of God 
 
Living God, thank You for the surpassing greatness of Your power 
to us who believe. Because You came to dwell in us on Pentecost, 
we have Your mighty strength with which You raised Christ from 
the dead. Strengthen us in our inner being, so that we can know 
the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge and be filled with all 
the fullness of God.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

A prayer for Ukraine from World Vision 
 
God of all peoples and nations, 
Who created all things alive and breathing, 
United and whole, 
Show us the way of peace that is your overwhelming presence. 
We hold before you the peoples of Ukraine and Russia, 
Every child and every adult. 
 
We long for the time 
When weapons of war are beaten into ploughshares 
When nations no longer lift up sword against nation. 
We cry out to you for peace; 
Protect those who only desire and deserve to live in security and 
safety 
Comfort those who fear for their lives and the lives of their loved 
ones 
Be with those who are bereaved. 
 
Change the hearts of those set on violence and aggression 
And fill leaders with the wisdom that leads to peace. 
Kindle again in us a love of our neighbour, 
And a passion for justice to prevail 
and a renewed recognition that we all play a part in peace. 
Creator of all hear our prayer 
And bring us peace. Make us whole. 
Amen.   
 
A prayer for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
 
Gracious God, we give you thanks 
for the reign of your servant Elizabeth our Queen, 
and for the example of loving and faithful service 
which she has shown among us. 
Help us to follow her example of dedication 
and to commit our lives to you and to one another, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 



 
 

From the Beechwood Mannie 
 

PROCAFFEINATION etc 
 
Let me recommend a favourite podcast to you. 
“Something Rhymes With Purple.” (*) It’s 
hosted by Susie Dent (of Dictionary Corner in 
Countdown) and Gyles Brandreth (once as well 
known for his jumper collection as his writing). 
Both of them are lovers of words and in the 
podcast delve into the fascinating story behind 
the origin and meaning of words in the lexicon.  
                                                                                                
Procaffeination is not however a word which I discovered on 
their programme. I doubt if it has yet made its way into any 
dictionary. It is of course just a fun word, but no less 
memorable. No prizes for guessing what’s behind it! It’s the 
business of “putting off a task as long as necessary/possible 
until you’ve had a cup of coffee”.  
 
The idea is that, thus fortified, you are ready for anything. The 
trouble is that even a welcome coffee sometimes doesn’t provide 
the incentive to tackle something which we’ve already put off for 
long enough. Procrastination (that’s the word you were thinking 
of) is indeed “the thief of time.”                                                       
Good reason then for listening to some practical advice from the 
apostle Paul. Writing to the church in Ephesus, he says, 
  
“Live life with a due sense of responsibility, not as those 
who do not know the meaning and purpose of life but as 
those who do. Make the best use of your time, despite all 
the difficulties of these days.”  
(Chapter 5 verses 15-16. J.B.Phillips translation)  
 
His words convey a note of urgency and come from someone 
who knew that time is a gift of God and was conscious of its 
value. God made time and He gives time to His creatures, 
moment by moment, every day of our lives. Once used, we 



 
 

cannot return to it. The only time we ever have is the present 
moment. Our personal circumstances are all different, but I 
suspect that most of us should more carefully watch our use of 
time.  
                                                 
Being busy about many things, however, is not quite the same 
as making the best use of our time. Clearly, in particular 
situations there are pressing practical tasks. But busyness can 
breed busyness. And an inevitable ever-increasing pace of life -
with the results plain to see. Perhaps this is what informs the 
title of John Mark Comer’s book “The Ruthless Elimination Of 
Hurry”. 

There is a rhythm to life, or at least God intended 
that there should be. Work and relaxation, 
busyness and peacefulness, service and stillness 
belong together. Its what’s behind the Sabbath 
principle at its best. It’s that balance we often get 
wrong and which causes life to lose its focus. In 
giving God His place in our lives, in acknowledging 
Him as the Giver of life, in recognising that we are 
accountable to Him, we begin to get things right.  

So, along with Paul’s words to us earlier, hear the ancient words 
of the writer of Psalm 90 (verse 12) – “Teach us to number 
our days, o God,” he prays, “that we may apply our hearts 
to wisdom.”  

Such wisdom of course may include making sure that we have 
that cuppa coffee as we get on with it!                        

God bless.  

(Gordon Mathew) 

*PS* So what does rhyme with purple? Very few words, but the 
most common is probably the Scots(?) word “hirple” meaning 
“to limp along.” 

 



 
 

 
The Encourager 

 
When he (Barnabas) arrived and saw what 
the grace of God had done, he was glad 
and encouraged them all to remain true to 
the Lord with all their hearts.  He was a 
good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, 
and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.    
(Acts 11:23-24) 
 
Barnabas is not the best-known character in the story of the 
Early Church, but he nevertheless played an important role, often 
behind the scenes. His name was originally Joseph, but the 
apostles called him Barnabas which means “Son of 
Encouragement”  
 
In the book of Acts we see Barnabas encouraging Paul and also 
Mark (Barnabas’ cousin) at critical moments in their lives. 
Perhaps without him parts of the New Testament would never 
have been written.  
 
Barnabas encouraged others by his example as well as by what 
he said. He was one of the first to sell possessions to help his 
fellow believers in Jerusalem. He was the first to travel with Paul 
as a missionary team. He was one of the most quietly influential 
people in the early days of Christianity. 
 
One of the reasons we have Missionary Prayer Partners is for 
mutual encouragement. We can encourage them by keeping in 
touch with them and remembering them in our prayers, by 
welcoming them home when they return to Scotland and by 
supporting them financially.  
 
Recently Caroline sent an email in which she wrote of how she 
had been encouraged to receive £100 from the North Church for 
the work of the school where she works. 
 



 
 

 
We in turn are encouraged to hear from our Partners, even (or 
perhaps especially) when they face great times of difficulty. We 
are encouraged to see Jayne and Laurens continuing to serve 
God despite having to leave Russia in a hurry, to see Caroline 
serving the Lord in a difficult place and to hear recently from Sid 
of the continuing work of African Christian Textbooks in the 
troubles which beset Nigeria. 
 
Every group needs encouragers, because everyone needs 
encouragement at some time or other – some of us need 
frequent encouragement!  
 

(Hunter Grier) 
 
 
 
 
 

Notices/Diary Dates 
 
Coffee Pot Café: Every Wednesday, 10.00am to 12 noon. 
 
Toddler Group: Every Friday from 9.30am to 110.30am. 
 
Church Lunch 5th June: Everyone is invited to a Church Lunch 
after the service on 5th June. Do please come along and enjoy 
the opportunity to meet and talk to others. The lunch is free of 
charge but any donations will go to the projects supported by the 
Guild and the church.  
 
Communion Packs:  A Communion Service will be held on 12th 
June.  If you are not able to attend but would like to receive a 
communion pack to join with us online, please click here or Tel: 
01786 463376 
 
 
 
 

https://stirlingnorth.org/communion-pack/


 
 

Notices/Diary Dates 
 

Keswick Convention @ Cambusbarron: Cambusbarron Parish 
Church are planning to livestream Week 1 of this year’s Keswick 
Convention to their Church (or Church Hall).    

 They hope to show the 
Evening Celebrations from 
Saturday to Friday, with sung 
worship led by EMU Music, and 
various speakers addressing 
the theme ‘Grateful’.  
  
From Monday to Friday, they 

will be screening the Morning Bible Readings to be given by 
Alistair Begg, senior pastor of Parkside Church, Cleveland, Ohio.  
  
This is a great opportunity to get together with other Christians 
to join the livestream is also a great opportunity for fellowship 
and encouragement in our faith. Please go along if you can!  
 Find out more about the Convention at 
www.keswickministries.org  
 
 

Call 2 Pray: The summer Call 2 Pray newsletter can be 
downloaded by clicking here. 

North News: We are taking a short break over the summer 
months. The next edition of North News will be at the beginning 
of September. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.keswickministries.org/
https://stirlingnorth.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/2206_SSP_C2P_Summer_2022.pdf


 
 

Finance Report 
 
 
The Trustees Report and Accounts for the year 
ended 31 December 2021 have now been 
completed and will shortly be submitted to OSCR, 
the Scottish Charity Regulator. 
 

In addition to administrative information such as a list of the 
trustees and principal office bearers, the report and accounts 
also includes an “Achievements and Performance” section in 
which Scott summarises the activities carried out over the course 
of the year.  In some ways this is my favourite part of the report.  
We spend a lot of time looking forward and planning ahead, as 
well we might, but sometimes it can be good to take a little time 
to look back and consider how far we have come and what our 
offerings to the church’s finances have helped achieve.  That can 
give us hope that what we give today and into the future will 
likewise be put to good use.  
 
I have included the commentary in the report and accounts here 
and I hope you find it interesting. 
 
“We began 2021 in lockdown and were unable to hold in-person 
services. However, we were able to stream services and our Food 
Project was able to keep running. We were also able to keep 
several ministries going via Zoom including the Guild, Kidzone, 
Home Groups, the Prayer meeting and Tea@3. We also continued 
our weekly email, North Notices and our monthly newsletter, 
North News. 
 
In-person worship resumed after Easter, although we continued 
also to live stream.  It was encouraging that so many of our 
regular attenders retuned within the first few weeks of the 
church being open again, and continued to attend throughout the 
year.  Until distancing rules were relaxed we ran two services on 
a Sunday in order to accommodate everyone. 



 
 

Over the summer we began holding outdoor coffee mornings 
which were a great success and brought many in our community 
together. 
 
In the Autumn we launched DNA Groups - small discipleship 
groups more suited to the pandemic than larger home groups.  
We reintroduced tea & coffee after our services and welcomed 
one of our missionary partners for a visit in October.  During the 
Autumn we also ran a series of online events and services around 
COP26, exploring the Christian response to the climate 
emergency.  We were also able to re-open the Coffee Pot Cafe 
during the Autumn. 
 
Towards the end of the year we were able to resume live music 
and have the Zones back in our services. In the run up to 
Christmas we were able to run a selection of additional services 
and a Christmas Fair. 
 
Throughout the year we have welcomed four new members and 
also have a number of new people attending regularly and 
integrating into the life of the congregation.  Our Covid-19 team 
have once again helped us navigate the various challenges, 
stresses and strains of the pandemic.” 
 
In purely financial terms, the most significant thing to note is 
that the congregation bought a new manse in 2021.  The old 
manse in Shirra’s Brae had been in the church’s possession for 
some 50 years (it was bought in 1971 for the princely sum of 
£9,750) and was no longer well suited to the function of a 
manse, for example accessibility was one obvious deficiency.  
 
For this and other reasons, the decision was made to sell the old 
manse and buy a new property better suited to the purpose.  In 
addition to the proceeds of the sale of the old manse, £75,000 of 
the church’s funds were allocated to meet the purchase price of 
the new manse.  There were expenses in addition to that and 
some expenditure required to bring the new manse up to 
standard.  Whilst this was a significant expenditure, we can 



 
 

expect the new manse to fulfil its purpose for perhaps the next 
50 years or more. 
 
A full financial review is contained in the report and accounts, but 
the following table summarises some of the main financial 
developments.  
 
 
Financial Highlights   
 2021 2020 
Receipts   
Donations £81,941 £84,208 
Legacies £24,746 - 
Sale of assets (Manse) £310,000 - 
Other income £13,062 £15,136 
Receipts total £429,749 £99,344 
   
Payments   
Expenditure £85,087 £83,651 
Other payments (new 
Manse) 

£385,000 - 

Payments total £470,087 £83,651 
   
Excess (shortfall) in 
the year 

£(40,338) £15,693 

   
Balances   
Balances brought 
forward on 1 January 

£173,043 £157,350 

Movement in the year £(40,338) £15,693 
Balances carried 
forward at 31 
December* 

£132,705 £173,043 

 
*In addition, the church holds investments with Church of 
Scotland Investors Trust valued at £25,688 at 31 December 
2021. 
 



 
 

Thanks in no small part to the congregation’s generosity, overall 
we have emerged from the Covid-19 pandemic in good financial 
health, with funds available to continue to pay our bills and carry 
on the work of reaching out to the local community.   
 
We will of course be subject to the same cost increases that all of 
us are currently facing so I would encourage you to consider how 
to make the most of your giving.  Please ask about completing a 
Gift Aid form if you have not already done so.  If you donate by 
standing order, please think about reviewing the amount you pay 
from time to time, to help keep pace with inflation – small 
increases each year may be easier to manage and can build up 
over time. 
 
Thank you for your generosity.   
 
“God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the 
love you have shown him as you have helped his people 
and continue to help them”.  (Hebrews 6:10) 
 

(William Shortt) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
CLACKMANNAN CHURCH CORONATION WINDOW 

This seems like an appropriate time to make mention of a feature 
in one of the churches in our presbytery which is perhaps not 
widely known. The “Coronation Window” in Clackmannan Parish 
Church is believed to be the only stained glass window installed 
in any church in the country specifically to celebrate the 
coronation of Queen Elizabeth. 
 



 
 

 
The window is the third in the church to be designed by Douglas 
Hamilton. It shows, in the left panel, the burning bush, the logo 
of the Church of Scotland with the dove of the Spirit descending 
towards it; in the left centre panel there is St Andrew with his 
fishing net; in the right centre panel, St Mungo is carrying his 
Bible and in the right panel is the lion rampant of Scotland, with 
the crown and the legend “Elizabeth.” 
  
Tradition has it that St Mungo, the patron saint of Glasgow, was 
born around these parts and ordained by St Serf at Culross in 
Fife.  
 
Her Majesty the Queen visited the church to view the window on 
9 July 1977. If you want to see the window, the church has 
previously been open for visitors at set times during the summer.  
 
The church will be open to view the window on Saturday 4th June 
between 12.30pm and 3.00pm 
 
Other dates and times for this year are still to be fixed, and will 
be given out later in North Notices for anyone interested. 
Otherwise speak to Gordon Mathew who was minister there from 
1999 -2006.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Christians in the Holy Land – 
an unsettled scenario 

As I pen this it is Easter time and my mind is overflowing with 
images of Christian pilgrims jostling down the Mount of Olives, 
past the hundreds of Jewish graves on the left, Dominus Flevit 
Church on the right and down towards the ancient olive trees in 
the Garden of Gethsemane.  

Ahead are the ancient walls of Jerusalem with the many gates 
that lead into this holy but divided City – church towers, low 
synagogues, and gracious Moslem minarets are bright in the 
morning sun but tell of disharmony and disquiet. This is 
especially so this year as Passover, Easter and Ramadan fall at 
the same time so sadly this is a bad omen and not a foreteller of 
that so needed but elusive peace. 

Do the pilgrims really see or feel the hurt of this most beloved 
City that means so much to so many? Do they weep as Christ 
did and I have often done on my 20 or so visits here? I should 
be immune by now but never am.  
 
What is it that draws me constantly and urgently to always 
return I ask myself? I guess it is unfinished business in this land 
of injustice and the hope that by coming and DOING, many I 
know might feel hope. 
First understand the map of Israel proper and the West Bank/ 



 
 

Occupied Palestinian Territories/Palestine that Israel occupied as 
a result of its formation in 1948, and war of 1967 and later.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Israel proper, the Christians today are roughly 2% of the 
population and are Arab Israeli citizens albeit second class ones! 
The largest numbers are found in Nazareth, Haifa and 
Jerusalem. To our Western eyes, the variety of Christian 
branches/denominations is bewildering but most Christians are 
either Greek Orthodox or Latin Roman Catholic.  
However, that is too simple a statement for really there is 
mixture of Armenian, Copt, Melkite Catholic, Syrian and Russian 
Orthodox, Maronite, Assyrian, Ethiopian as well as Lutheran and 
Episcopal!  

In Israel proper, the Christian population has not declined 
significantly because conditions are more free– at least until 
recently – though attacks against Christian Arabs by Jewish 
settlers and ultra-religious Jewish groups are not uncommon and 
many Christian Arabs feel endangered and oppressed – living in a 
country that does not want them and that hopes one day to be a 
Jewish Only State (Apartheid).  
 
Many Israeli Christians feel they are second class citizens 
despite being the most and best educated, holding senior 
professional positions in Israel, proud of their Christian heritage 
– “We are the first Christians” they say – here before Islam and 
here since Christ himself was born. 



 
 

The plight of Christians in Palestine (O.P.T./W. Bank) is very 
different and more difficult. It is here where so many have 
“given up” and emigrated. There are Christians in Ramallah, 
(Episcopal and Quaker schools here) and Bethlehem of course 
but it is in Bethlehem where the true story is seen.  

However, it is in Bethlehem, despite the mayhem and noisy 
chaos, where I feel most at home, surrounded by loving 
Christian friends. It is here where the warmth of welcome is 
overwhelming. 
 

The vast number of 
visitors to Bethlehem 
come for a few hours to 
ogle at the Church of 
the Nativity and its 
beautiful gold Byzantine 
mosaics, the crypt 
beneath the church 
where Jesus is said to 
have been born and hop 
back on the bus to 
Jerusalem 15 minutes 
down the road.  

Most will not have noticed the huge checkpoint, the 24 foot high 
evil concrete walls that encircle Bethlehem (Beit Jala and Beit 
Sahour as well) and most will not have passed through the 
checkpoint’s metal turnstiles and corridors, shown passports to 
bored, surly, young Israeli girl soldiers, and winced at the pain 
of it all.  

For this old grandma, it is a must to travel into Bethlehem this 
way – in solidarity with those imprisoned within. I feel the pain 
of all the Bethlehemites who each day grope for their precious 
permits (lucky few) as they leave or enter their “Little Town” – 
called home. 



 
 

In 1948 Bethlehem was 85% Christian, by 2016 the percentage 
had dropped to 12% and is now about 2% and still declining so 
that there is a big Moslem majority nowadays. Today three 
quarters of Bethlehem Christians live abroad and each time I 
visit I learn of more people who have given up.  

It is said that there are more Jerusalem Christians in Sydney 
than in Jerusalem! The unemployment rate in Bethlehem is 
27%, freedom is restricted, there are water shortages and folk 
cannot afford the price of water delivery.  

Bethlehem lacks infrastructure, needs investment, and it is hard 
when Israel hopes to “forget” the Little Town, and the Palestine 
Authority is less than efficient. 3 refugee camps within the town 
are an issue too. No wonder emigration is high and especially so 
after Covid and few tourists. No social care or pensions here to 
tide people through hard times! 

In short, the situation for Christians is more secure in Israel but 
dire for those in impoverished Palestine. Bethlehem has 
wonderful Christian schools (we support a family with school 
fees because the father is terminally ill on dialysis and cannot 
get the new kidney he needs from Egypt).  

The plight of Christians in Palestine is indeed fragile – they are 
brave and resilient – but for how much longer? Bethlehem is 
being suffocated and strangled, surrounded by 29 checkpoints 
and Jewish settlements built on stolen Palestinian land. In all 
Palestine the Christian story is the same – deliberate 
impoverishment and lack of freedom so no wonder those 
brilliantly educated young people are escaping…to Chile, U.S.A, 
Canada, Australia – anywhere to be FREE. Will peace with 
justice ever come? 

Juliet Robb BEM (www.olivetreescotland.org)  
(Juliet is mother-in-law to our own Helen Robb and has set up a stall on 
behalf of Olive Tree at our church a couple of times) 
 

 

http://www.olivetreescotland.org/


 
 

Guild 
Following the very encouraging evening of 
Christian songs with Jim Steel on 2nd May, we 
have completed our regular meetings for this 
session.  

However, 14 Guild members and friends were 
able to travel through to Edinburgh on the 
evening of Tuesday 24th May to attend the Big Sing. They joined 
with others in an evening of hymn singing and catching up on 
Guild News. They heard how different Guilds had adapted in 
various ways to maintain contact with their members during 
lockdown, using Zoom, emails, newsletters, phone calls and door 
step deliveries, Those of us who were unable to attend this event 
were able to view via live stream. 

The following day the Guild national convenor Margaret Muir 
presented her report to the General Assembly, emphasising that 
as the Guild celebrates its 135th Anniversary, many guilds have 
adapted well to the challenges, which the last few years have 
presented.  

Our present strategy is” Look Forward in faith “and the report 
finished with the words of Hebrews 11:1.  

“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance 
about what we do not see”. 

It was a busy week as the Our Guilds Together Stirlingshire/ 
Clackmannanshire rally took place on Thursday 26th at 
Tillicoultry Parish Church and 13 Guild members and friends 
attended.They joined in worship, Communion and heard from the 
Marion McIntyre (former national convenor) about the Guild in 
Shetland, where she and her husband were based until recently. 
They also enjoyed meeting up with others at teatime 

We look forward to seeing as many of you as can manage to the 
Guild Lunch on Sunday 5th June.   (Helen Macfarlane) 



 
 

WHEN I IN AWESOME WONDER …… 
One hymn that has been a great favourite of mine for many 
years, is How Great Thou Art. It is one of those which brings 
‘goosebumps’ especially when sung corporately with an organ 
and orchestra! It is also one that transports me to places and 
times when I have been awestruck at God’s unstoppable, 
immeasurable greatness. 
 
When I spent some time in Nepal, teaching in a remote mountain 
village where there were no cars and very little pollution, we 
often sat under a starry sky or walked home by the 
brightness of a full moon. It was easy to be lost in 
awe and wonder at ‘His power throughout the 
universe displayed.’ 
 

At other times we would climb to the top of a 
nearby mountain very early in the morning and 
there we could watch the sunrise over the 
Himalayas. From ‘lofty mountain grandeur’ we 

could only praise God for His awesome handiwork. 
 
Closer to home I am sure we have all known the 
pleasure of wandering ‘through forest glades,’ 
hearing ‘the birds sing sweetly in the trees,’ the 
sound of the ‘brook’ and feeling the gentle 
breeze.’ Gifts given to us by a generous, creative 
God, to enjoy and savour. How awesome is that!! 
 

And so, we come to the final verses of the 
hymn which speak of God’s rescue plan. 
‘And when I think that God His son not 
sparing, Sent Him to die I scarce can take 
it in’… the ‘awesome wonder’ of what God 
has done for each of us and the hymn 
ends with our hope of resurrection. I just 
love how this hymn enables me to 
worship God and draw closer to Him. That 
makes it a favourite.   

Click on image to listen to hymn                                                 (Maureen Maybin) 

    
     

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PLJs1zni6UY
https://flickr.com/photos/chrisschoenbohm/6311674319
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Just for fun 
  

SCOTTISH THEMED QUIZ 
 
Q1) Where is the latest Scottish town to be given "city" status?  
 
Q2) Who is the TV journalist (born in Italy/ brought up in 
Glasgow) due to take over the new look BBC political programme 
on Sunday mornings from September?  
 
Q3) Where would you find Scotland's new Polar bear cub called 
Mercedes? 
 
Q4) What is the name of the popular 20th century thriller writer, 
many of whose stories were made into successful films (notably 
The Guns of Navarone)?  
 
Q5) All the curling stones used in competition by The World 
Curling Federation are made of granite from which uninhabited 
Scottish island? 
 
Q6) What do the letters P & J stand for in the well-known 
newspaper?  
 
Q7) The oldest living tree in Europe (it is claimed) is a yew tree 
in what tiny Perthshire village? 
 
Q8) What coveted TV role has been given to Ncuti Gatura, born 
in Rwanda but raised primarily in Edinburgh and Dunfermline? 
(Clue: he will be the 14th such person.)  
 
Q9) Rosslyn Chapel in Midlothian features significantly in which 
which best-selling book by Dan Brown? 
 
Q10) Where on Royal Deeside has the queen regularly enjoyed 
her summer break over the years? 

(click here for answers) 

https://stirlingnorth.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/ANSWERSJune.pdf


 
 

Just for fun 
 

Who is in favour of bringing Roman numerals back into common 
use?  
I for one. 
 
If you think swimming with dolphins is expensive then you 
should try swimming with sharks.  
It cost me an arm and a leg! 
  
I was really struggling to get my wife’s attention so I sat down 
on the sofa and looked comfortable.  
That did the trick! 
 

(Scott McInnes) 
 
 
 

Amen Corner 
"Although we are capable of great acts of kindness, 
history teaches us that we sometimes need saving from 
ourselves – from our recklessness or our greed. God sent 
into the world a unique person – neither a philosopher nor 
a general, important though they are, but a Saviour, with 
the power to forgive... It is my prayer that on this 
Christmas day we might all find room in our lives for the 
message of the angels and for the love of God through 
Christ our Lord."  
 

Queen Elizabeth II (Christmas Address 2011) 
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